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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And 
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way.

Matthew 2:1–12
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Welcome and Announcements

Introit

*Call to Worship: Psalm 45
My heart overflows with a pleasing theme; I address my verses 
to the king; my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.

You are the most handsome of the sons of men;
    grace is poured upon your lips;
    therefore God has blessed you forever.
Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one,
    in your splendor and majesty!

In your majesty ride out victoriously for the cause of truth and 
meekness and righteousness; let your right hand teach you 
awesome deeds! Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s 
enemies; the peoples fall under you.

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of 
your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; you have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your 
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions; your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and 
aloes and cassia. From ivory palaces stringed instruments 
make you glad; daughters of kings are among your ladies 
of honor; at your right hand stands the queen in gold of 
Ophir.

Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear: forget 
your people and your father’s house, and the king will desire 
your beauty. Since he is your lord, bow to him. The people of 
Tyre will seek your favor with gifts, the richest of the people.

All glorious is the princess in her chamber, with robes 
interwoven with gold. In many-colored robes she is led to 
the king, with her virgin companions following behind her. 
With joy and gladness they are led along as they enter the 
palace of the king.

In place of your fathers shall be your sons;
    you will make them princes in all the earth.
I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
    therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.

*Prayer of Invocation

*Opening Hymn: #208 O Come, All Ye Faithful

*Hymn: #218 Angels, from the Realms of Glory

*Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-8

*Confession of Faith: The Westminster Larger 
Catechism, questions 42–45
Pastor: Why was our mediator called Christ?
Congregation: Our mediator was called Christ, because he 
was anointed with the Holy Ghost above measure; and so 
set apart, and fully furnished with all authority and ability, 
to execute the offices of prophet, priest, and king of his 
church, in the estate both of his humiliation and exaltation.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a prophet, in 
his revealing to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit and 
word, in diverse ways of administration, the whole will 
of God, in all things concerning their edification and 
salvation.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a priest, in his 
once offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God, to be 
a reconciliation for the sins of the people; and in making 
continual intercession for them.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a king?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a king, in 
calling out of the world a people to himself, and giving 
them officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly 
governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect, 
rewarding their obedience, and correcting them for their 
sins, preserving and supporting them under all their 
temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcoming all 
their enemies, and powerfully ordering all things for his 
own glory, and their good; and also in taking vengeance on 
the rest, who know not God, and obey not the Gospel.

Prayer of Confession of Sin 

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 44:21–22
Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my 
servant; I formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not 
be forgotten by me. I have blotted out your transgressions like a 
cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed 
you.

*Hymn of Response: #334 Breathe on Me, Breath of 
God

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession to God
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*Gloria Patri

Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh
Matthew 2:1–12 Rev. Dr. Martin Hawley

Closing Prayer

*Closing Hymn: #195 Joy to the World! The Lord Is 
Come

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction








