
Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, 

to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the 

light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to 

everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 

For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 

God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

—John 1.1–18
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Welcome and Announcements

Lighting of Advent Candle and Scripture Reading
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts..  
—Malachi 3.1)

Introit

*Call to Worship: Isaiah 49.1–7
Listen to me, O coastlands,
    and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The Lord called me from the womb,
    from the body of my mother he named my name.

He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
    in his quiver he hid me away.

And he said to me, “You are my servant,
    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
But I said, “I have labored in vain;
    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the Lord,
    and my recompense with my God.”

And now the Lord says,
    he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;
    and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord,
    and my God has become my strength—

he says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob
    and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
I will make you as a light for the nations,
    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Thus says the Lord,
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
    the servant of rulers:

“Kings shall see and arise;
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

*Prayer of Invocation and Confession

*Opening Hymn: #101 Come, Thou Almighty King

*Hymn: #208 O Come, All Ye Faithful

*Scripture Reading: 1 John 1.1–4

*Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
Pastor: O Christians, what do you believe?                                                           

Congregation: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy universal Church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.

*Hymn: #214 Angels We Have Heard on High

Pastoral Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

*Gloria Patri

Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: Jesus the Christ, God the Word
John 1.1–18 Rev. Dr. Martin Hawley

Closing Prayer

*Closing Hymn: #203 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction

*Prayer of Thanksgiving for Fellowship Meal

Order for Engaging with God in Worship
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