
The Lord’s Day, October 24, 2021

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand

    double for all her sins.

A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;

    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,

    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 

plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 

lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.

Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11
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Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship: Psalm 119.49–50, 56–58, 73–82
Remember your word to your servant, in which you have 
made me hope. This is my comfort in my affliction, that your 
promise gives me life.

This blessing has fallen to me, that I have kept your 
precepts. The Lord is my portion; I promise to keep your 
words. I entreat your favor with all my heart; be gracious to 
me according to your promise.

Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me 
understanding that I may learn your commandments. Those 
who fear you shall see me and rejoice, because I have hoped in 
your word. I know, O Lord, that your rules are righteous, and 
that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.

Let your steadfast love comfort me according to your 
promise to your servant. Let your mercy come to me, that I 
may live; for your law is my delight. Let the insolent be put 
to shame, because they have wronged me with falsehood; as 
for me, I will meditate on your precepts.

Let those who fear you turn to me, that they may know your 
testimonies. May my heart be blameless in your statutes, that I 
may not be put to shame!

My soul longs for your salvation; I hope in your word. My 
eyes long for your promise; I ask, “When will you comfort 
me?”

*Prayer of Invocation

*Opening Hymn:  #119 I Sing the Almighty Power of 
God

*Hymn: #164 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
(all stanzas)

*Scripture Reading: Malachi 3.1–4; Matthew 3

*Confession of Faith: The Westminster Larger 
Catechism, questions 42–45
Pastor: Why was our mediator called Christ?
Congregation: Our mediator was called Christ, because he 
was anointed with the Holy Ghost above measure; and so 
set apart, and fully furnished with all authority and ability, 
to execute the offices of prophet, priest, and king of his 
church, in the estate both of his humiliation and exaltation.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a prophet, in 
his revealing to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit and 

word, in diverse ways of administration, the whole will 
of God, in all things concerning their edification and 
salvation.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a priest, in his 
once offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God, to be 
a reconciliation for the sins of the people; and in making 
continual intercession for them.

Pastor: How does Christ execute the office of a king?
Congregation: Christ executes the office of a king, in 
calling out of the world a people to himself, and giving 
them officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly 
governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect, 
rewarding their obedience, and correcting them for their 
sins, preserving and supporting them under all their 
temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcoming all 
their enemies, and powerfully ordering all things for his 
own glory, and their good; and also in taking vengeance on 
the rest, who know not God, and obey not the Gospel.

Prayer of Confession of Sin 

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 44.21-22
Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my 
servant; I formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not 
be forgotten by me. I have blotted out your transgressions like a 
cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed 
you.

*Hymn of Response:  #434 Lord, Thou Lov’st the 
Cheerful Giver

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession to God

*Gloria Patri

Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: A Messenger and a Messiah
Isaiah 40.1–11 Rev. Martin Hawley

Closing Prayer

*Closing Hymn: #253 There Is a Fountain Filled with 
Blood

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction

Order for Engaging with God in Worship
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