
Christmas Music Prelude   

A Call to Joyful Worship Luke 2:10–11
Rev. Martin Hawley

Invocation

Celebration of God’s Presence
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
(Refrain)

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 
Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

God of God, Light of Light; 
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God, begotten, not created; (Refrain)

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, in the highest; (Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 
(Refrain)

Our Need for a Savior Genesis 3:14–19

We Confess Our Need  I Timothy 1:15–17
(personal and corporate confession of sin) 

Pastor: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 
full acceptance,
People: that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe 
in him for eternal life. 
Pastor: To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen
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Lessons and Carols:

Celebrating the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
December 24, 2020

We are excited that you have gathered with us tonight in celebration of God’s 
greatest gift to His people, His Son, Jesus Christ.



The PROMISE of the Coming Seed Renewed

The Virgin Will Bear a Son  Isaiah 7:14
Pastor: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign:”
People: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel.”

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive 

Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until the 
Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel!

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our 
spirits by thine advent here; disperse the gloomy 
clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to 
flight. (Refrain)

O come, thou wisdom from on high, and order all 
things, far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge 
show, and cause us in her ways to go. (Refrain)

O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in 
one heart and mind; bid envy, strife and quar-
rels cease, fill all the world with heaven’s peace 
(Refrain)

The Child Will Be a King Isaiah 9:6–7
Pastor: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given; and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.
People: “Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this.”
 

“Away in a Manger”
Instrumental Meditation

His Will Be a Kingdom of Peace Isaiah 11:1–9
Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 
bear fruit.

People: “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

Pastor: “And His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what His eyes see, or 
decide disputes by what His ears hear, but with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth.

People: “And He shall strike the earth with the rod 
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the 
belt of His waist, and faithfulness the belt of His 
loins.

Pastor: “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and 
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them.

People: “The cow and the bear shall graze; their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand in the adder’s den.

Pastor: “They shall not hurt or destroy in all My 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea. 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy 

people free; from our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. Israel’s strength and 
consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; dear 
Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see Thee, Day-spring from 
on high, appear; come, Thou promised Rod of 
Jesse, of Thy birth we long to hear! O’er the hills 
the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the 
Lord has come to earth.”



Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories 
knew no end; by his life He brings us gladness, 
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. Leaving riches 
without number, born within a cattle stall; this 
the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord 
of all.

Born Thy people to deliver, Born a Child, and yet 
a King, born to reign in us forever, Now Thy 
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal 
Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all-
sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.

The FULFILLMENT of the Promised Coming 
Seed Announced to Mary           Luke 1:26–35; 38
Pastor: “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naza-
reth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”.

People: But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

Pastor: And Mary said to the angel, “How will this 
be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 

People: And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her.

Announced to Joseph Matthew 1:18–21
Pastor: Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place 
in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 

was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly. But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying...

People: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 

 
Fulfilled in Time Luke 2:1–7
Pastor: In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 

People: And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

 “Silent Night! Holy Night”
Instrumental Meditation

Announced to Shepherds Luke 2:8–14
Pastor: And in the same region there were shep-
herds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear. And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 



People: And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song 

of old, From angels bending near the earth, to 
touch their harps of gold;

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from Heav-
en’s all gracious King.” The world in solemn 
stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come with 
peaceful wings unfurled, and still their heavenly 
music floats o’er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on 
hovering wing, and ever over its Babel sounds the 
blessed angels sing.

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet-bards 
foretold, when with the ever circling years comes 
round the age of gold;

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splen-
dors fling, and the whole world send back the 
song which now the angels sing.

People: And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

“Good Christian Men Rejoice”
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul, 

and voice; give ye heed to what we say: Jesus 
Christ is born today; earth and heav’n before him 
bow; and he is in the manger now. Christ is born 
today! Christ is born today!

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul 
and voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus 
Christ was born for this! He has opened heaven’s 

door, and man is blessed evermore. Christ was 
born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul 
and voice; now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus 
Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls 
you all, to gain his everlasting hall. Christ was 
born to save! Christ was born to save!

Missions Offering
Tonight’s love gift will be in support of Reformation 
Hope, our mission partner in Haiti. We encourage 
you to use the offering plate in the back of the sanc-
tuary following the service.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise 
Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye 
heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

Christmas Eve Sermon Luke 2:8–20
“Good News!”  Rev. Martin Hawley

Candle Lighting Hymn  led by Dale Nordin
Dale Nordin will sing the first stanza in Swedish and the 
congregation will join in singing the next two in English.

“We Light a Thousand Candles Bright”
We light a thousand candles bright around the 

earth today, and all the beams will shine across 
the heaven’s grand display. Yes over land and sea 
tonight the joyful message brings the birth of 
Him, our Lord and Christ, our Savior and our 
King.

Dear brightest star o’er Bethlehem, O let your 
precious light shine in with hope and peace 
toward men in ev’ry home tonight. In all our 
house so cold and dark please send your warmth 
sublime, the warmth that comes from Jesus’ love 
this blessed Christmas time.

Benediction 
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