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When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem 

stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him 

that they could not prove. Paul argued in his defense, “Neither 

against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against 

Caesar have I committed any offense.” But Festus, wishing to do the 

Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and 

there be tried on these charges before me?” But Paul said, “I am 

standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the 

Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. If then 

I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve 

to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their 

charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to 

Caesar.” Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, 

answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”

(Acts 25:7–12)
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Welcome and Announcements

Introit

*Call to Worship: Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

*Prayer of Invocation

*Hymn: #115 All Creatures of Our God and King

*Scripture Reading: Acts 25:1–6

*Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed
O, Christians, what is it that you believe?
We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of one substance with the Father.
Through whom all things were made.
Who for us and for our salvation
came down from heaven;
became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.

Who was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father.
And he will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life.
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who together with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified.
Who spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life in the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardon: 1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

*Gloria Patri

Pastoral Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: Paul Appeals to Caesar 
Acts 25:7–12 Rev. Martin Hawley

Closing Prayer

*Closing Hymn: # 307 Nothing But the Blood

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction

Words to hymns and choruses printed in the bulletin and live streamed, using 
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Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 19 

Q: Why the next words: “and sits at the right hand of God”? 
A: Christ ascended to heaven, there to show that he is head of his church, 

the one through whom the Father governs all things. 
 
Q: How does this glory of Christ our head benefit us? 
A: First, through his Holy Spirit he pours out gifts from heaven upon us 

his members. Second, by his power he defends us and preserves us from 
all enemies.  

 
Q: How does Christ’s return “to judge the living and the dead”    

comfort you? 
A: In all distress and persecution, with uplifted head, I confidently await the 

very judge who has already offered himself to the judgment of God in 
my place and removed the whole curse from me. Christ will cast all his 
enemies and mine into everlasting condemnation, but will take me and 
all his chosen ones to himself into the joy and glory of heaven. 




