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Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two 
hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred 

spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 
Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the 

governor.” And he wrote a letter to this effect: “Claudius Lysias, to 
his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. This man was seized 
by the Jews and was about to be killed by them when I came upon 
them with the soldiers and rescued him, having learned that he was 

a Roman citizen. And desiring to know the charge for which they 
were accusing him, I brought him down to their council. I found that 

he was being accused about questions of their law, but charged with 
nothing deserving death or imprisonment. And when it was disclosed 
to me that there would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at 
once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have 

against him.” So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took 
Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. And on the next day they 
returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him. When 
they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, 
they presented Paul also before him. On reading the letter, he asked 
what province he was from. And when he learned that he was from 

Cilicia, he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” 
And he commanded him to be guarded in Herod’s praetorium.

(Acts 23:23–35)
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Welcome and Announcements

Introit

*Call to Worship: Psalm 99

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!
    He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The Lord is great in Zion;
    he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name!
    Holy is he!

The King in his might loves justice.
    You have established equity;
you have executed justice
    and righteousness in Jacob.
Exalt the Lord our God;
    worship at his footstool!
    Holy is he!

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
    Samuel also was among those who called upon his name.
    They called to the Lord, and he answered them.
In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;
    they kept his testimonies
    and the statute that he gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them;
    you were a forgiving God to them,
    but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Exalt the Lord our God,
    and worship at his holy mountain;
    for the Lord our God is holy!

*Prayer of Invocation

*Opening Hymn: #100 Holy, Holy, Holy!

*Scripture Reading: Acts 23:12–22

*Confession of Faith: The Westminster Confession of 
Faith, Chapter XVII; I and II, Of the Perseverance of 
the Saints
O, Christians, what is it that you believe?
They, whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually 
called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither totally, nor 

finally, fall away from the state of grace: but shall certainly 
persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.

This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their 
own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree 
of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love 
of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and 
intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit, 
and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the 
covenant of grace: from all which ariseth also the certainty 
and infallibility thereof.

Prayer of Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardon: Jeremiah 31:34
“And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.”

*Gloria Patri

Pastoral Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: Truly All Things Work Together for 
Good for God’s Called People
Acts 23:23–35 Rev. Martin Hawley

Closing Prayer

*Closing Hymn: #75 O Father, You Are Sovereign

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction

Words to hymns and choruses printed in the bulletin and live streamed, using 
license CCLI #440621
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