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The Lord’s Day, August 30, 2020

“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that | now make before you.” And when they heard
that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more quiet. And he
said: “l am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of
Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all
of you are this day. | persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both
men and women, as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness.
From them | received letters to the brothers, and | journeyed toward Damascus to take those
also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. “As | was on
my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone
around me. And | fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?’ And | answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘| am Jesus of
Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” Now those who were with me saw the light but did not
understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. And | said, ‘What shall | do, Lord?’
And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is
appointed for you to do.” And since | could not see because of the brightness of that light, |
was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus. “And one Ananias,
a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, came to
me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.” And at that very hour |
received my sight and saw him. And he said, “The God of our fathers appointed you to know
his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a witness
for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you wait? Rise and be
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’ “When | had returned to Jerusalem
and was praying in the temple, | fell into a trance and saw him saying to me, ‘Make haste and
get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.” And |
said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another | imprisoned and beat
those who believed in you. And when the blood of Stephen your witness was being shed, |
myself was standing by and approving and watching over the garments of those who killed
him.” And he said to me, ‘Go, for | will send you far away to the Gentiles.”

(Acts 22:1-21)
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Order for Engaging with God in Worship

The Lord’s Day, August 30, 2020

Welcome, Announcements and Introit

*Call to Worship: Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!

Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining
stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters
above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and
they were created. And he established them forever and ever; he
gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures
and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind

fulfilling his word!

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all

livestock, creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
earth! Young men and maidens together, old men and children!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone
is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. He has
raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for
the people of Israel who are near to him.

Praise the Lord!
*Prayer of Invocation
*Scripture Reading: Acts 21:27-36

*Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed

O, Christians, what is it that you believe?

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all
things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation,
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. He descended into hell, and the third day he
rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. And we believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And we believe one holy universal and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of
sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Corporate Prayer of Confession

(Followed by a time of silent confession.)

Our gracious and loving heavenly Father. Even as we thank
You for Your grace and Your mercy to us, we acknowledge
that You are also perfectly holy and righteous. At the same
time, holy Lord, we are reminded by Your Holy Spirit

that we are not perfectly holy and righteous. Even though
we have the righteousness of Jesus Christ, by Your gift of
saving faith, we continually struggle with temptation and
commit all kinds of sins. Please have mercy on us today, we
pray, in Jesus’ majestic and powerful name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:1-5

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his
holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you

with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

*Gloria Patri

Pastoral Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession
Anthem of Musical Worship

Sermon Title: Crowds and Conflict Open the Door for

the Gospel
Acts 22:1-21

Rev. Martin Hawley
Closing Prayer

*Doxology

(Live Stream Ends)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Benediction
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