
The Lord’s Day, June 28, 2020

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united 

attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying, “This man 

is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” But when 

Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were 

a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason 

to accept your complaint. But since it is a matter of questions about 

words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to 

be a judge of these things.” And he drove them from the tribunal. And 

they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him 

in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

(Acts 18:12–17)
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Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship: Psalm 56
Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;
    all day long an attacker oppresses me;
my enemies trample on me all day long,
    for many attack me proudly.

When I am afraid,
    I put my trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise,
    in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
    What can flesh do to me?

All day long they injure my cause;
    all their thoughts are against me for evil.
They stir up strife, they lurk;
    they watch my steps,
    as they have waited for my life.
For their crime will they escape?
    In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!

You have kept count of my tossings;
    put my tears in your bottle.
    Are they not in your book?
Then my enemies will turn back
    in the day when I call.
    This I know, that God is for me.

In God, whose word I praise,
    in the Lord, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
    What can man do to me?

I must perform my vows to you, O God;
    I will render thank offerings to you.
For you have delivered my soul from death,
    yes, my feet from falling,
that I may walk before God
    in the light of life.

*Prayer of Invocation

*Hymn: Thou Art a Shield for Me (from Psalm 3)
How are they increased that trouble me.  

Many are they that rise up against me.
Many are they that say of my soul,  

“There is no help for him in God.”

Chorus:  But Thou, O Lord, are a shield for me; 
My glory and the lifter of my head. (2x)

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people 
Who have set themselves against me round about. (repeat)

Chorus

I cried unto the Lord with my voice,  
and He heard me out of His holy hill.

I lay down, and I slept. I awoke, for the Lord sustains me.

How are they increased that trouble me.  
Many are they that rise up against me.

Many are they that say of my soul,  
“There is no help for him in God.”

Chorus (2x)

*Hymn: In the Hours 
(Words: Helen Parmlee; Music:  Kevin Twit)

In the hours of pain and sorrow, When the world brings no 
relief

When the eye is dim and heavy, And the heart oppressed with 
grief

While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee! (repeat last 
line)

When the snares of death surround us, Pride, ambition, love of 
ease

Mammon with her false allurements, Words that flatter, smiles 
that please

Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield  
(repeat last line)

When forsaken in distress, Poor despised and tempest-tossed
With no anchor here to stay us, Drifting, sail and rudder lost
Then save us Thou, who trod this earth with weary brow 

(repeat last line)

Thou the hated and forsaken, Thou the bearer of the cross
Crowned of thorns and mocked and smitten, Counting earthly 

gain but loss
When scorned are we, We joy to be the more like Thee  

(repeat last line)

Thou the Father’s best beloved, Thou the throned and 
sceptered King

Who but Thee should we adoring, All our prayers and praises 
bring?

So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee  
(repeat last line)
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Corporate Confession of Sin: 
Our gracious and loving Holy Father, we confess before 
Your majestic throne of mercy and cleansing, that we have 
sinned against You in many and various ways.  We find 
ourselves in Your glorious presence clothed in the stained 
garments of our sin, and in need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, the spotless Lamb of God. Please wash us 
now whiter than snow. Please blot out all our iniquities, 
according to Your finished, redeeming work in Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, in Whose name we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 44:21–23

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 11:21–33

Confession of Faith: The Heidelberg Catechism, 
Questions #18 and #19:
Q. Then who is this mediator—true God and at the same time 
a true and righteous human?
A. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given to us to 
completely deliver us and make us right with God.

Q. How do you come to know this?
A. The holy gospel tells me. God began to reveal the 
gospel already in Paradise; later God proclaimed it by the 
holy patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed it by the 
sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law; and finally God 
fulfilled it through his own beloved Son.

*Trinity Psalter: Psalm 35:19–28
Let not my wrongful enemies raise over me their joyful cries,
Nor those whose hate I merit not with secret scorning wink 

their eyes.

They speak not peace; deceit they plot against the men of 
peaceful mien;

They open wide their mouth at me and say, “Aha! Our eyes 
have seen!”

LORD, Thou has seen; then be not still! O Lord, be not far 
from my sight!

Stir up Thyself! To justice wake! My God, my Lord, uphold my 
right!

Judge me in justice, LORD my God, and let them not rejoice 
in me,

Nor say in heart, “He is devour’d! Behold, our soul’s desire we 
see!”

Let them be shamed and humbled all who joy at my calamity;
Let them be clothed with shame, disgrace, who magnify 

themselves o’er me.

But let them shout and loud rejoice who long to see me 
justified;

And let them say with ceaseless voice, “The LORD be ever 
magnified!

Because He loves His servant’s peace!” And thus my tongue 
will meditate

Upon Thy perfect righteousness, and all the day Thy praise 
relate. 

Pastoral Prayer

Sermon: Challenges In Corinth, Challenges Today 
(part 2) 
Acts 18:12–17 Rev. Martin Hawley

*Hymn #92: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and pow’r are great; and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be 
losing;

were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own 
choosing.

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he,
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to 
undo us,

we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph 
through us.

The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.

That Word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, 
abideth;

the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us 
sideth.

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever.

*Benediction

*Doxology

*Three–fold Amen



Directions for Worship and Considerations 
Concerning the Corona Virus:
1. Please situate your couple or family group as efficiently 

as possible as the chairs and rows have been arranged (i.e. 
individuals and couples, as well as couples with one child 
ought to use the center row of 3 chairs until all of those 
locations are filled)

2. Please refrain from shaking hands, embracing, or otherwise 
physically contacted persons not in your family.

3. Please maintain the 6 foot social distancing guidelines and 
the spacing established in our sanctuary’s rows of chairs.

4. You may wear masks or not wear masks as you and your 
family prefer.

5. We request that one person at a time use the bathroom 
areas.

6. You may place your offering in the offering plate located in 
the back of the sanctuary.

Announcements
Christ Covenant: VBS Is Coming Soon!
• Need a teacher for 4th & 5th graders.
• Registration begins Sunday, June 14th.
• Teens who are sixth grade and older will be great helpers 

again this year.
• Looking for help with set-up and decorating.
• Donations of craft supplies will be collected in a box 

through June 28th.

Christ Covenant: Craft Items Needed 
• Bright colored fabric remnants 
• Cereal boxes (10) 
• Shoe boxes—even small ones (10)
• Old crayons 
• Clean, label-free soup or vegetable cans (15?) (Note: please 

only bring these if you have the kind of can opener that 
leaves a safe, smooth top. The kids will be handling these!) 

• Old (even broken) dishes or glass pieces (colorful) 
• Large, deep, plastic jar lids (mayo or PB or bigger) 
• YARN!!! 
• Smooth rocks (4”-5”) 
• Wooden clothespins (clamp style) (25?) 
• Narrow ribbon, any colors 
• Waxed paper (2 rolls)
• Colorful plastic beads (mostly transparent colors)

Hope: Lake Day—Save the Date
The annual lake day picnic at the Freemyer’s lake house is 
scheduled for July 18th. More details to come.

Our Welcome Guests  
for May and June

Behold, how good and pleasant it is
    when brothers dwell in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head,
    running down on the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,
    running down on the collar of his robes!

It is like the dew of Hermon,
    which falls on the mountains of Zion!

For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
    life forevermore.

(Psalm 133)

We take great joy in sharing our worship space and our Lord’s 
Day services of worship in May and June with our daughter 
congregation, Christ Covenant Presbyterian of Woodstock, 
Georgia.

Christ Covenant began meeting on Sunday evenings in 
June 2009, then on Sunday mornings in February 2010 as a 
mission or church plant of Hope. After growing sufficiently, 
in July 2013 they were formally organized as a church by the 
Northwest Georgia Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA).

The church’s founding pastor was our own Rev. Ted Lester, 
who had previously founded Cherokee Presbyterian Church, 
and who also served for several years as an assistant pastor at 
Hope. Brother Ted recently took honorable retirement through 
the Northwest Georgia Presbytery.

Christ Covenant Presbyterian is now pastored by the Rev. Job 
Dalomba. Job was raised in North Mississippi, and recently 
relocated to Woodstock. He is a graduate of Ole Miss in 2006 
with a B.A. in Liberal Arts. He then graduated Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 2009. Before coming to 
Christ Covenant Presbyterian, he spent almost 9 years in 
pastoral ministry. Job has been married to Brittany for 13 years 
and they have four children: Reid, Grace, Sam and Mary Kate.






